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Human Rights at the Heart of Biodiversity Conservation: Pathways to Advancing the 30x30 Target

The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF), adopted in 2022 under the Convention on Biological Diversity,
includes 23 Global Targets for 2030. The implementation of the entire Framework should follow a human rights-based approach,
respecting, protecting, promoting and fulfilling human rights.

Target 3
Conserve 30% of Land, Waters and Seas

Target 22
Ensure Participation in Decision-Making for all

Target 3 calls for the conservation of 30 percent of the
world’s land and sea by 2030, a goal known as the 30x30
Target. It is to be achieved through Protected Areas, Other
Effective Area-Based Conservation Measures, and Indige-
nous and Traditional Territories.

Target 22 ensures full, equitable, inclusive and gender-re-
sponsive participation by respecting the rights of Indige-
nous Peoples and local communities. It upholds rights to
land, Territories, and resources, along with participation in
decision making, free prior and informed consent (FPIC),
access to information and justice, protection of environ-
mental defenders and gender equality.

Target 3 can only be achieved in tandem h _
with Target 22: the 30x30 goal relies on recognising
rights and ensuring governance and participation .-
are central to implementation. :

Through the global project Strengthening National Implementation of Global Biodiversity Targets,
GIZ supports eight partner countries in strengthening their capacity to implement national biodiversity targets:
Brazil, Colombia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Madagascar, Namibia and Peru.
In four of these countries key implementation activities have been centred around the intersection of Target 3 and 22.
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Towards international and national recognition of OECMs, ITTs and ICCAs to achieve Target 3

Indigenous and Traditional Territories (ITTs)

ITTs are lands and waters often rich in biodiversity and
inhabited or used by Indigenous Peoples and local com-
munities. The contribution of these rights-based territories
to the 30x30 Target is central for reaching this target. Their
recognition and reporting to the CBD requires free, prior
and informed consent (FPIC) of Indigenous Peoples.

Indigenous and Community Conserved Areas (ICCAs)
ICCAs, also called Territories of life, are natural areas or
habitats over which Indigenous Peoples and local com-
munities hold primary responsibility for governance and
management, and with which they are closely and deeply
connected. Their decisions and practices contribute to con-
serving nature, cultural values and community well-being.

The terms ITT, ICCA and Territory of life are often used
interchangeably, according to the specific context.

Approaches to identifying and recognizing
ITTs and OECMs are diverse, internationally still
in discussion, and may differ depending on the
country and specific context.

As this debate is gaining momentum,
the project supported initiatives in several coun-
tries exploring different entry points to advance
recognition processes.

This includes supporting the voluntary
registration of ICCAs in the ICCA Registry,
strengthening rights-based processes for
recognizing ITTs as OECMs and advancing
national legal frameworks for the recognition
of both ICCAs and OECMs.

Other Effective Area-Based Conservation
Measures (OECMs)

Approaches to identifying and recognizing OECMs may
differ depending on the situation and country. The CBD
defined OECMs in_CBD decision 14/8 as “a geographi-
cally defined area other than a Protected Area, which is
governed and managed in ways that achieve positive and
sustained long-term outcomes for the in situ conservation
of biodiversity, with associated ecosystem functions and
services and where applicable, cultural, spiritual, socio—-
economic and other locally relevant values”.

Without a human rights-based approach, OECMs risk
conflict, resistance and weak unsustainable outcomes.

.......................................................................................................................................................................

: The ICCA Consortium, a global civil society network focused on
- Indigenous Peoples’ and community-conserved territories, char-
acterises ITTs as being based on “self-identification, peer-re-

. view, and peer-support by and for communities,” emphasising

* that these are “core to ICCAs and ITTs, often distinguishing

: them from Other Effective Area-based Conservation Measures
(OECMs) and government-designated Protected Areas (PAs).”

- There is increasing scientific evidence that ITTs deliver impor-

. tant conservation outcomes and are estimated to cover 13.61%

i global land (18.30 million km?) outside of the existing network
: of protected and conserved areas.

.......................................................................................................................................................................

As a result, discussions are ongoing about recognising ICCAs and
ITTs as a distinct third pathway under Target 3.

At the national level, recognition depends on each country’s legal
framework and available legal options. These determine whether
ITTs are recognised as 1) its own distinct category (besides PA or
OECM) - as ,third pathway* 2) an OECM or 3) a Protected Area.

ITTs, including ICCAs, help translate Global Biodiversity Targets
into locally legitimate action based on a human rights-based
approach, self-identification and self-determination.

Where appropriate safeguards are in place, recognition can also ;
support participatory, rights-based conservation. In addition, it
can strengthen tenure security, stewardship and the visibility of
local conservation efforts.

Overall, this improves the effectiveness, equity and long-term
legitimacy of conservation. It contributes to achieving Nation-
al Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs) and GBF
Targets as well as Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)
under climate commitments.



......................................................................................................................................................................

- How does this look like in practice?

: The national legal recognition and establishment of

. OECMs, ITTs and ICCAs is an ongoing process. The GIZ
project Strengthening National Implementation of Global
: Biodiversity Targets, builds on the current global focus and

commitments under the Global Biodiversity Framework
to support countries in implementing biodiversity action,
working with existing national realities, and building on
existing efforts and capacities. This can include:

« Legal and policy reform support

» Advocacy and political dialogue

» Mapping, documentation and registration

« Capacity development and translation of guidelines
« Trust-building and multi-stakeholder dialogue

.......................................................................................................................................................................

Examples from GIZ’s work under the global project “Strengthening National Implementation of Global Biodiversity Targets”

Lao PDR: Laying the groundwork

At the start of the cooperation, Lao PDR had no formal na-
tional process to recognise OECMs. The project supported
the country in translating relevant frameworks, identifying
potential OECM sites, and engaging the private sector.

Activities

The project supported a national workshop involving 67
stakeholders and additional regional dialogues. It also
facilitated the identification of potential OECMs, including
village forests, wetlands and urban areas. In parallel, a na-
tional roadmap for the development of OECMs in Lao PDR

was advanced, along with the development of a pilot biodi-
versity offset area in collaboration with the private sector.

Results

The project activities increased awareness and understand-
ing of OECMs among government agencies, NGOs and
private actors. They generated an initial pipeline of poten-
tial sites, strengthened government ownership and tested
joint decision-making between different actors. Through
this process, the first OECM in Lao PDR is being developed
with the private sector.

.......................................................................................................................................................................

Madagascar: Advancing ICCAs through
(inter-)national recognition

Marked by the recent validation of a decree by the Council
of Ministers, a new legal pathway for OECMs is emerg-
ing, which can also enable the recognition of ICCAs. This
increases the visibility and legitimacy of community-
conserved areas and enables them to contribute to Global
Biodiversity Targets, while strengthening rights-based
conservation and local empowerment.

Activities

Five local communities undertook the self-recognition and
documentation of their Territories of life. This was supported
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by the project and based on the ICCA Consortium guid-
ance. This included the preparation of management plans
and the development of biocultural protocols at commu-
nity level, as well as support for their international recogni-
tion through the ICCA Registry.

Results

The communities documented five ICCAs, which were rec-
ognised in the international ICCA Registry, covering more
than 31,000 hectares and over 3,000 households.




Democratic Republic of the Congo: Building the
legal foundation

National recognition of ICCAs and OECMs is advancing. The
project helped lay the foundation for an institutional frame-
work and scaling their recognition, drawing on community
practices and evidence to shape national law and policy.

Activities

The project supported legislative processes through legal
studies and policy proposals for the recognition of ITTs,
ICCAs and OECMs, as well as their integration into forest
policy and conservation law, and alignment with the 30x30
Target. It also strengthened participatory monitoring and

local engagement through data collection, community con-
sultations, training and support for participatory approach-
es in buffer zone management.

Results

Policy proposals for the legal and institutional recognition
of ITTs, ICCAs and OECMs have been developed and are
ready for adoption. National biodiversity planning is now
being supported through improved data and indicators that
are based on the knowledge of Indigenous Peoples and
local communities.
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Peru: From policy to implementation

OECMs are officially recognised in Peru’s national bio-
diversity policy, and Agrobiodiversity Zones have been
identified as a key pathway to global biodiversity targets.
This provides a scalable model for recognising existing
Agrobiodiversity Zones as OECMs within national systems.
It strengthens land-use governance and supports Indig-
enous Peoples and local communities in defending their
territories.

Activities

The project supported the preparation of technical dossiers
and management plans for the recognition of Agrobiodi-
versity Zones and the registration of these sites as OECMs.
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These efforts were driven by Indigenous farmers as key
knowledge holder, in coorporation with local NGOs. The
formal recognition was then facilitated by government
agencies. GIZ supported multi-stakeholder collaboration
and the integration of these zones into national biodiversity
planning and reporting.

Results

Agrobiodiversity Zones have been formally integrated into
national OECM reporting and recognised as biocultural
landscapes contributing to conservation. These efforts
have strengthened institutional coordination and provided
on-the-ground examples of OECM implementation.

The global project Strengthening National Implementation of Global
Biodiversity Targets is implemented by GIZ on behalf of the German
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and
the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad). It sup-
ports eight partner countries to implement their National Biodiversity
Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs) aligned with the Kunming-Mont-
real Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) and to the NBSAP Accelerator
Partnership.



